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OCCASIONAL EVENTS IN DECEMBER 

3rd Dec. Sunday 8.00am 
2.30 – 4.30pm 
7.00 – 9.00pm 

Morning Meditation, Foodbank 
Afternoon Tea 
Pulse Group Discussion 17 Bell Lane  

4th Dec. Monday 2.00 – 4.00pm 
 

Not So Young Club 

7th Dec. Thursday 10.00-12.00 
7.15pm 

Coffee  in the hall church open                                                
Elders meet 

10th Dec. Sunday 7.00 – 9.00pm Pulse Group FILM NIGHT 
12th Dec. Tuesday 1.00pm Christmas Lunch Club 2 
17th Dec. Sunday  NO Pulse Group 
18th Dec. Monday 2.00-4.00pm Not So Young Club Christmas Party 
19th Dec. Tuesday 1.00pm  Christmas Lunch Club  
21st Dec. Thursday 6.00pm Longest Night Service 
24th Dec. Sunday 10.00am CAROL SERVICE 
25thDec. Monday 9.15am CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE 
1st Jan. Monday  Walk with Lunch after at the Devlins  

 
WEEKLY  EVENTS  (NB Youth activities, Choir around the Piano and Wheatley 
Singers are term-time only) 

Disclaimer: The editors of this newsletter welcome letters, articles and 
announcements from individuals and organisations but reserve the right to publish 
or not, and to edit. 

Toddlers Group Monday  9.30 -11.30am 
Brownies & Rainbows (Term time) Monday 5.30pm to 7pm 
Choir Around the Piano (Term Time) Monday 7.30pm to 9 pm 

Wheatley Singers (Term Time) Tuesday 7.10pm to 9pm 
Pre-School Music Group (Term time) Wednesday 9.30am and 10.30 

am Guides (Term time) Wednesday 7pm to 8.30pm  
Prayers and Breakfast Thursday 8.00am 

Mindfulness Sitting Group Thursday 9.00am to 10.00am 
Brownies & Rainbows (Term Time)        Thursday 5pm to 6.30pm 

Table Tennis Friday 10.00 – 12.00. 
Hymn Practice                                                                Sunday 9.30-9.45am 

    Robert Harding Tom Goss 



Science Corner 
The First Batman? 
Jim Watson 
In 1793 Lazzaro Spallanzani, when he was about 44 years of age, probably did 
the very first experiment to demonstrate that bats can fly in complete darkness 
using echo location and not sight.  Lazzaro was an ordained Catholic Priest 
living in Italy and was a self-taught scientist.  His first indication that bats did 
not use sight when flying in darkness, was a result of a simple observation – 
he tied a string to the leg of a bat in a candle lit room and watched the bat fly 
around.  He then blew out the candle and the bat continued to fly, tugging the 
string from several directions and not crashing into the walls of the room.   
 
He then tried the same experiment with a tame barn owl but it became 
disorientated and flew into the walls. 
 
Why was the bat able to fly in the dark and the owl could not?  Nobody at that 
time in 1793 had any idea and it was not for another 150 years that scientists’ 
uncovered the complex system of echolocation that bats use to navigate.  In 
his lifetime his findings were not recognised and most of his written records 
were not properly analysed until the 1940s! 
 
 

 
COMMUNITY CHOIR 

WHEATLEY SINGS FOR CHRISTMAS 
AT St MARY’S CHURCH 

3.30 pm Saturday 16th December 2017 
Everyone is welcome to join our Annual Christmas Sing with 

the Community Choir, a Children’s Choir and the Congregation!   
 
This is a very informal event and has been enjoyed by all in past years.   

 
During the interval there will be complementary mulled 

wine and maybe even mince pies. 
 

For more information ask Jim Watson on 
01865 873689.   

 

Covering Thoughts 
 

Mountains have always held human beings under their spell.  The 
highest are said to have been conquered by the experienced climber 
who reaches the summit.  But the attraction of their awesome beauty 
draws all of us from the mundane where we are bound up with life’s 
routines, and they can become places of solitude and vision. Moses 
ascended Sinai to come into the presence of God and Jesus was 
transfigured on mount Tabor. 
As such they have been taken as metaphors for the spiritual journey.  
The way to God is seen as a pathway ascending the mountain.  Some 
see this way as one we travel together, others that every person has a 
unique path to follow in this ascent.  For some it is steep and 
challenging, a direct and dangerous way; for others it is gentle and 
meandering. It has its ups and downs but ultimately it involves a letting 
go of all the distractions that would keep us from approaching the 
divine. 
The only trouble with this image of the spiritual path is that it removes 
us from those who are unable to aspire to success: the addicted, the 
failures, the lazy, and the doubters.  The list goes on and we may well 
include ourselves on it.  
So let us for a moment turn this image upside down.  Instead the 
journey is downwards with the mountain pointing to the centre of the 
earth instead of the sky.  We move towards the people we might 
otherwise avoid, we look with open eyes at our own prejudices and 
failings and accept the messiness of life with its pains and 
disappointments.  We acknowledge our deepest fears.  Rather than 
struggling and aspiring, we allow ourselves to be more accepting of our 
situations, and learn to be kind and loving to ourselves and others. 
Along this downward way we may be surprised to rediscover that we 
are treading the path that began for Jesus at his birth, a path of rich 
encounters with others who are as flawed as we are, but who enrich 
and heal us with their very presence as we share the journey. 
 
Christine 
I am grateful to Pema Chodron for her image of the downward 
mountain. 



Advent thoughts   
 
A prayer, from Christian Aid I think, describes Advent from a child's 
perspective as "can't wait". I know that feeling! It’s my reaction when I 
see all the decorations on display and the fairy lights twinkling in the 
shops - I must have a browse. I can't deny it - I love the trappings of 
Christmas. It was the beginning of November a year or two ago, and I 
visited a garden centre with a friend. “What do you want to look at?” 
she asked. “Christmas,” I said. “Oh,” she responded, somewhat 
deflated. I bought a small, lighted tree. “It will look nice in the 
conservatory,” I said. My friend bought a handbag –for her, the too-
early Christmas fripperies avoided, but not a wasted outing. 
 
By the time you read this we will be into Advent and everyone will be 
bustling around with preparations, not just early-adopters like me. 
Rather than “can’t wait”, Christmas Day seems to rush upon us ... 
almost without warning, despite those charity catalogues in August 
and grottoes in the garden centres in October. 
 
Advent services at church, and our wonderful “creative day”, can set 
the mood for us, but as we all well know, it can be difficult amongst all 
the busyness to find time and space for personal reflection. I wonder 
though whether we need to be too concerned about this. After all, the 
Incarnation – the event for which we are preparing - is about God 
coming into our chaotic, busy world. Perhaps Mary had time to 
contemplate during that first Advent, as she waited for the birth of her 
son; perhaps she was too anxious, or too busy with the everyday tasks 
which needed doing in that peasant community. Then, as the birth 
approached, a risky journey, the stress of finding nowhere to stay, the 
birth itself. It was afterwards, when the shepherd visitors had left, that 
Mary “kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart”. After 
the event, there was time for contemplation.  
 
Perhaps that's how it is for us? Perhaps afterwards, when the present 
buying and giving is over, when the turkey is at the left-over stage and 

either way! Indeed, because of grammatical nuances that I will spare you, 
Pistis Christou can mean faith in/faithfulness to Christ OR Christ’s own 
faithfulness. This is not the only example of such ambiguity: “the love of 
Christ” in 2 Cor. 5:14 can mean either our love for Christ, or Christ’s love for 
us and “the love of God” in Rom.5:5 can mean God’s love for us or our love for 
God. Of course, the context generally clarifies matters but not always! 
 
Now, you may think that those are obscure quarrels of dried-up, fussy old 
scholars lost in grammatical nuances which don’t matter two jots to most of 
us in real life … You might be right of course but the theological stakes are 
high, both for our understanding of Paul and for Christian theology in general 
in the wake of the Reformation. If Pistis Christou means “faith IN Christ”, then 
Luther was right and protestant theology was on the right track. If, however, 
Pistis Christou means “the faith or faithfulness OF Christ” then Luther got it all 
wrong and Protestant theology too! oh oh oh …  
 
In fact, even if we need to remember that for Paul, “pistis” (faith) is indeed a 
fruit of the spirit, which would tend to give reason to Luther’s interpretation, 
the arguments for “faith IN Christ” or for “faith OF Christ” are evenly 
balanced and therefore the debate rages on…  However, it is worth noting 
that for many theologians, the translation “Faith OF Christ” carries us to a 
different theological level, namely that it is Christ’s faith or Christ’s 
faithfulness which reversed the disobedience of Adam and which is therefore 
the basis of our justification and therefore …of our salvation! This is indeed a 
BIG theological hot potato!                                                                                       
 

But then if Paul really believed that people are justified by Christ’s own 
faith/faithfulness and not by anything they themselves do, another crucially 
important theological question arises: Does that mean that ALL people are 
(and will be) justified and that there is and will be ultimate salvation for 
everyone, in other words was Paul advocating universal salvation? May-be 
but this is not exactly how we traditionally think of Paul who talks of people 
“perishing,” of “people for whom there will be no escape” or of “none of 
these will inherit the kingdom of God”! But then we know that Paul’s thought 
was never static but rather evolving according to circumstances, so it is 
conceivable that he became a universalist… This one will run and run so it is 
up to us to make up our own mind on whether we think salvation is universal, 
whatever Paul thought and also whatever we understand salvation to mean! 
 



“sin”. Sin for Paul is of course part of the human condition and is very real 
indeed: the word appears 61 times in his 7 undisputed letters! However, in 
contrast to the Synoptics, “sin” for him does not refer specifically to acts of 
transgression but rather to an alien power by which humans are enslaved and 
from which they need liberation: He speaks (especially in Romans) about “sin 
coming into the world” (Romans 5) and “dwelling” in people, people “being 
deceived by sin” (Romans 7) or sin “having dominion” (Rom.6). So, for Paul, 
sin is not so much the bad things that people do but the enslaving power that 
causes them to do those bad things. So, if they yield to that power and do 
wrong, the remedy is not repentance but liberation from that power. This is 
why he speaks of being “set free” and does not mention forgiveness as such.   
 
There might be however another deeper reason as Paul found the very idea 
of repentance theologically problematic. Repentance is something people do 
in order to receive forgiveness, i.e. to be brought back into the right 
relationship with God: if you repent, you will be forgiven. For Paul this is 
highly objectionable as there is nothing that a person can do to attain a right 
relationship with God. This is only brought about by GOD. In short it is not 
what we do that counts but what God does. This is of course what Luther 
understood when he read Romans 1:17 and translated it as follows: “for in 
the Gospels, the righteousness of God is revealed through faith and for faith. 
The one who is righteous through faith, will live.” So, for Luther, you become 
righteous or justified (= in a right relationship with God) by faith. 
 
And so was born the rallying cry of the Reformation: “justification by faith 
and not by works,” an essential tenet of Protestantism since then. This is also 
articulated very clearly in the famous verse 16 of Galatians 2: “Yet we know 
that a person is justified not by the works of the law but through faith in Jesus 
Christ. And we have come to believe in Christ Jesus, so that we might be 
justified by faith in Christ, and not by doing the works of the law, because no 
one will be justified by the works of the law.” In other words, according to 
Paul, a person is justified not by obeying the commandments but rather 
through faith in Christ. 
Simple and straightforward, right? Not quite!  
There is now a vigorous debate among theologians about that major tenet of 
Paul’s theology, namely how a person is justified: Is it through our faith in 
Jesus Christ or is it through Christ’s faith? The debate rests on the translation 
of a simple two-word Greek phrase: “Pistis Christou” which can be translated 

the visitors have gone home, then is the opportunity for us to pause, 
to reflect and to give thanks for the wonder of the event we have been 
celebrating.  
This poem by U. A. Fanthorpe interleaves our busyness with the gospel 
message in a way which may be helpful for reflection, during Advent 
and afterwards -  
NOW 
After the frantic shopping,   The anxious road 
After the office parties,        The crowded inn 
 
Before the quarterly bills,    The stones gathered 
Before the January sales,    And, Stephen, broken 
 
After the carols and lessons,  The psalms, the prophets 
After the gifts are wrapped,   The swaddling clothes   
 
Before the Queen's Speech,   A baby's cry 
Across the morning suburbs,  The Light of the World 
 
And, that prayer I mentioned earlier –  
“What does Advent mean?” the minister asked the children. 
“Can’t wait”, a little girl answered. 
 
God of promise, this is the time of' ''can't wait''  
ln the groaning of creation, in floods and rainbows,  
we long to know your promise. 
This is the time of ''can't wait''.  
In the love and the challenge of the people we meet,  
we long to hear your good news 
This is the time of ''can't wait''.  
In the loneliness and hatred, in the darkness of this worId, 
We long to see your light.  
This is the time of ''can't wait''.  
In the depth of our being, in the forgotten corners of our heart,  
We long to see your presence. 



God of promise and truth,                                                                               
in this time of ''can't wait'', we are silent and wait … 
Use this moment of silence to prepare our hearts.  
Use this moment to make us wakeful,  
that we might recognise the signs of your coming and know you. 
 
May God be with us all, this waiting time. 
 
Pauline Main 

 
“Longest Night Worship” - Thursday 21 December 6 pm 
 
After the experimental service I led last year for the longest night of the year, 
it has been decided that it should be repeated this year. Let me say however 
that this service is called “the longest night” because it is the shortest day of 
the year i.e. the winter solstice and NOT because you are asked to spend the 
whole night in prayer as some people thought!  
 
It is also called the longest night because at this time of year i.e. very near 
Christmas, dark and sad moods seem for many people to weigh more heavily 
on their hearts and souls. The constant refrain of family, happy gatherings, 
celebrations and affluence can rub salt into the wounds of people who are 
dealing with the death of a loved one, are facing life after divorce or 
separation, are coping with unemployment, or are living with a serious 
disease. There are many such situations of loss and emotional trauma in 
people’s life and big family reunions and joviality are painful, inappropriate or 
unwelcome. Increasingly Christian churches have been recognising that the 
approaching Christmas festival does not necessarily bring the joy that is often 
taken for granted.  
 
The Longest Night service aims therefore to create a sacred space for people 
living through such dark times and has a reflective and meditative feel. It 
comprises readings, music, meditations and uses candles, with people invited 
to come forward and light a candle in memory of someone or to mark an 
event in their lives. The service hopes to be a time when participants have an 
opportunity to reflect and acknowledge their pain in God’s presence and  
experience new hope.  
 

Biblog by Laurence Devlin 
 
A mere 67 pages, this is what Paul’s 13 letters amount to and we know that 
some of them are not even by him. Compared with the 3000 pages of 
Aquinas’ Summa Theologica or the 8000 pages (yes!) of Karl Barth’s Church 
Dogmatics, this looks quite sparse, to say the least! And yet without Paul’s 
letters, Christianity would not be the religion it is today and its distinctive 
theological teachings may never have developed. So, to bring this mini-series 
on Paul to a close, I am turning my attention to Paul the theologian. As this 
bi-blog is hardly an exhaustive theology treatise (!)I will only mention3 areas 
of interest:“repentance and forgiveness”, then the famous but difficult 
“justification by faith” and finally “salvation.” 
 
Traditionally, Christianity has placed a strong emphasis on repentance and 
forgiveness as arguably, you can’t really have the latter without the former ... 
According to the 3 synoptic Gospels, the need for repentance (metanoia in 
Greek, which means turning around, turning away from an old behaviour) 
goes back to Jesus himself: both Mark and Matthew have Jesus beginning his 
public ministry by calling people to repent while Luke reports that Jesus 
commanded “a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins” and that 
“repentance be preached to all nations.”John for his part affirms that “If we 
confess our sins, He who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness.” 
 
In other words, what seems to be firmly established is that we are all sinners 
for whom the only remedy is forgiveness. To obtain that forgiveness however 
we must first confess and repent. What is highly surprising1therefore is that 
there is almost nothing in Paul’s letters about repentance and forgiveness as 
such. For sure, Paul did call for repentance (Acts 17:30, 20:21 and 26:20) but 
the two concepts are rarely mentioned in his letters. Why not? Probably 
because Paul prefers other metaphors to describe the “turning away” and 
“the new beginning” that the Greek word “metanoia” evokes: justification, 
redemption, deliverance, liberation, reconciliation. But why then does he 
choose specifically these metaphors?  
One possible explanation might lie in Paul’s rather unique understanding of 
                                                 
1 William Walker Jr, Some surprises from the Apostle Paul, (Polebridge Press, Salem, 
Oregon, 2017)  
 



Take part in Amnesty International’s Write for Rights campaign and 
stand up for victims of human rights abuses around the world. 
 
This December, you can give a boost to people who are under fire for 
defending human rights. It will only take a few minutes to write a letter or 
card. But for a peaceful protestor arrested and tortured, an activist fighting 
against forced evictions, or refugees left in limbo rather than offered a place of 
safety; it can provide the strength to carry on. A message of solidarity tells 
people that, however difficult the circumstances, they’re not alone.  
 
Letters from us, and millions of others around the world, can help to put 
pressure on kings, presidents, governments and other authorities to correct 
injustices, free prisoners of conscience and stop human rights abuses. Our 
messages show them that the world is watching. 
 
Over 152,000 people across the UK took part in Write for Rights 2016 – and 
made a real difference. 
 

x Uzbek journalist Muhammad Bekzhanov was freed in February after 
17 years behind bars.  Hundreds of thousands of people worldwide 
wrote messages calling for his freedom. 

x In February 2016 Albert Woodfox was freed after over 40 years in 
solitary confinement in the USA.  More than 200,000 people around 
the world called for his release.  

Information and Amnesty booklets will be available in the church hall after 
morning worship on Sunday 10th December. 
I hope lots of us will take up the opportunity. 
 
Robert Harding. 
 
If you are interested in helping with the newsletter please let us know 
at newsletter@wheatleyurc.org.uk  or speak to one of the editors. 

 
 
 
 

 

The service lasts about 40 or 45 minutes and will start at 6.00 pm. Several 
people have expressed the wish to participate, which is great. If you have 
ideas, poems, pieces of music you think could fit the mood of this service, 
don’t hesitate to let me know.  
Thank you and please spread the word around you.  
Laurence   

 
Wheatley Area Churches 

Village Carol Service 
Sunday 17th December 2017 at 6 pm 

St Mary the Virgin, Wheatley 
A traditional service of 9 lessons and carols 

including 4 choir-only items  
Now recruiting members for  

Junior and Adult Choirs 
Junior Choir: ages 9 – 15 (boys and girls,  

unbroken voices) 
Adult Choir: ages 13 and above (all voices) 

 
Rehearsals: 

(at St Mary’s Church) 
Juniors: Tuesday 28th November 6.00pm – 7.00pm 

Sunday 10th December 11.20am – 12.20pm 
Thursday 14th December 7.00pm – 8.00pm 

Adults: Thursdays 30th November, 
7th and 14th December, 7.30pm – 9.00pm 

All: Sunday 17th December  
4.00 pm – 5.15 pm 

followed by tea 
If you would like to sing with us, please contact: 
Alexandra Hewitt – stmarys.music@talktalk.net 



Church Calendar for December 2017. 
 
Everyone is invited to stay for coffee or tea after 10am Sunday services. 
Traidcraft stall on occasional Sundays 

 
The Longest Night Service will be held at 6.00pm on Thursday 21st 
December.   
Simple Sunday evening services in the style of Taize will resume in the New 
Year at 3 Barns Close at 7.30 .These will now take place on the  second and 
fourth Sundays to link in with other changes. 
 
Deadline for the January newsletter is 6pm on Sunday 17th December.  
Please send email copy to newsletter@wheatleyurc.org.uk  Paper copy may 
be handed to Moira or Jim Watson.       

Date 3rd Dec. 
Advent 

10th Dec .  17th Dec. 24th Dec. 

 
25th Dec. 31st Dec. 

Service Morning 
Service          
with H.C. 

Morning 
Service  

Morning 
Service             
with H.C.  

Carol 
Service 

Christmas 
Day 

Morning 
Service 

Time 10 .00am 10.00 am 10 .00am 10.00am 9.15am 10.00am 

Worship 
Leader 

Revd. 
Colin 
Thompson 

Rev.P.Main
with       
Cara Heafey 

Revd.          
Duncan 
Wilson 

Revd. Colin 
Thompson 

Revd. 
Pauline 
Main 

Lay Led 

Vestry 
Elder 

Ann 
Hardiman 

Ellen 
Webster 

Tom 
Goss 

Catherine 
Harding  

Peter            
Devlin 

Moira 
Watson 

Welcomer Moira 
Watson 

Pauline 
Shelley 

Charles 
Bennett 

Ann 
Hardiman 

Malcolm 
Benson 

Tom Goss 

Steward Joan Kidd Christine 
Bainbridge 

Bob 
Webster 

Zena 
Knight 

Bobbie 
Stormont 

Sybil 
Beaton 

Reader Robert 
Harding 

Catherine 
Harding 

Barbara 
Joiner 

 Chris            
Shelley 

Bob 
Webster 

Prayers Bobbie 
Stormont  

Ann 
Hardiman 

Liz Barry  Mark 
Williams 

Robert 
Harding 

Flowers Barbara 
Joiner 

Christmas 
Decoration 

Christmas Christmas Christmas Catherine
Harding 

Common Lectionary Readings for December 2017 
Note: leaders may choose to use other readings. 

 
Date 3rd Dec. 10thDec. 17th Dec. 24th Dec. 25th Dec. 31st.Dec. 
Old 
Testament 

Isaiah 64: 
 1-9. 

Isaiah 
40:  
1-11. 

Isaiah61: 
1-4  
& 8-11. 

2 Samuel 
 7:1-11. 

Isaiah 9: 
2-7. 

Isaiah 
61: to 
62-3. 
 

Psalm Psalm 80: 
1-7; & 
17-19.            

Psalm 
85:  1-2, 
& 8-13.  

Psalm 
126. 

Psalm 
89:1-3, &  
19-26. 

Psalm 96. Psalm 1: 

New 
Testament            

1Corinth. 
 1: 3-9. 

2Peter 
3:8-15a. 
 

1Thess.5:  
16-24.  
. 

Romans  
16: 
25-27. 

Titus 2: 
11-14. 

Galatians 
4: 4-7. 

Gospel Mark 13:  
24-37. 

Mark 1: 
1-8. 

John 1:  
6-8 &  
19-28. 

Luke 1: 
26-38. 
 

Luke 2: 
1-14. 

Luke 2: 
22-40. 

 
Please remember in your prayers the members of Charles Bennett’s Pastoral 
Care List:  Malcolm & Wendy Benson and Catherine & Robert Harding. 
We also ask you to pray for the members of the Worship Ministry Team:-   
Pauline Main, Colin Thompson, Richard Bainbridge, Charles Bennett, Laurence 
Devlin, John Kidd, Pauline Shelley & Allison Towner. 

A short reminder that we like to display one card from each family 
to all members of the church on the notice board and what you have saved 
donate to a charity of your choice.  
 

Look out for    mince pies in our church this Christmas! 
 
Extra Dates for your Diary 
 
20th Dec – 4.00pm Carol singing at The Triangle  
23rd Dec – 10-11am Carol singing at Asda  
24th Dec - “Open house” at Liz & Tony’s home after Carol Service 
25th Dec – 9.15am  Christmas Day service 
1st Jan – 10-30am New Year’s Day walk with Shared Lunch at the Devlins 
7th Jan – 11.30am Church meeting 


