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READ:
ROMANS 12:1-8
"...we, who are many,
are one body in
Christ, and
individually we are
members one of
another."

REFLECT:
Apologies that this week I'm not sending you a
beautiful photo. But I am sending you a photo of a
beautiful thing.
Fastened to the railings in front of the parade of
shops in Botley, close to where I live, is a notice
titled "The Face covering Tree" and a line of string
with lots of little packages fastened to it. The
packages contain home-sewn face masks in pretty
fabrics, labelled as adult or child sized, and the
notice explains that they are free to take and wear
to help keep our community safe. Guidelines for
use are given, as well as a summary of the
Department of Health's recommendations. There
is no charge for the masks but a suggestion if

people wish to make a donation to their local food
bank, or "pay it forward" with a kindness gesture.
Beneath the printed sign is a hand-written note
promising that stocks will be replenished soon if
they are running low.
I don't know what person or group is responsible
for this lovely act of community care. But I think it
illustrates the way this pandemic has challenged
our culture's myths of individualism and selfdetermination. Covid-19 has been a wake-up call
to our interdependence. Our actions have an
impact on those around us. Our own health
depends on the decisions others make, on
everyone abiding by the guidance that limits us
and that exists to keep us all safe. Each of us has a
role to play in the well-being of us all. And some
are doing their part by staying at home, some by
keeping vital services running, some by "eating
out to help out", some by caring for the sick, some
by running errands for neighbours, some by
sewing and sharing home-made face masks.
Paul describes a similar inter-dependence among
the community of believers, and does so with that
wonderful, rich metaphor of a body. What a
perfect description for an incarnate faith. Just as
a body is made up of diverse parts and organs,
each with their vital part to play, so the church
depends on and is enriched by the gifts and
contributions of all its members. Paul was writing
within a culture of strict social hierarchy, and was
emphatic in letting the community know that
those rules do not apply here ("Do not be
conformed to this world..."). Every part of the
body is valuable AND vulnerable, dependent on
the other parts. Faith is a team effort.

CONNECT:
Think about our own church communities. What
skills and gifts are represented there? How are we
using them, and how could we use them, to help
one another flourish, to serve our communities
and to give glory to God?
(p.s. this is NOT a rhetorical question! I would
love to hear you answers)

Pray:
Notice and give
thanks for
generous, random,
small or large acts
of kindness and
care in our
neighbourhoods
Pray that we find
and live into our
own 'callings',
individually and
collectively; the
places where our
"deep gladness
meets the world's
deep need"
(Frederick
Buechner).

Resources:
Our friends at Wheatley
URC have a huge archive
of online sermons you
can listen to, and are
regularly posting new
resources on their
website:
www.wheatleyurc.org.uk
Recommended reading
on discerning and living
out your own gifts and
callings (yes, you do have
them):
Let your life speak:
listening for the voice of
vocation by Parker J.
Palmer.
A small, easy to read,
joyous book. I'd be happy
to loan out my copy.

