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READ:
EXODUS 17:1-7
"...the Israelites
quarreled and tested
the LORD..."

REFLECT:
This week we stay with Moses and the Israelites in
the 'wilderness school.' It seems an apt metaphor
for where we find ourselves at the moment... in a
sort of in-between, limbo place, not knowing quite
what the destination will be or how long it will take
us to get there.
I write this the morning after the Prime Minister's
announcement that some of our former
restrictions are being re-imposed, with harsher
penalties threatened for those who flout the rules.
These measures are the government's response to
a worrying upsurge in positive Covid-19 tests and
hospital admissions. A heart-sinking realisation is
dawning that we're in for a long winter; the
'promised land' of freedom is still a distant dream.

Shortage of water is a serious concern in the
desert. The complaints of the Israelites, in this
story, seem well-founded. And yet I'm reminded of
my 5-year-old niece who punctuates every car
journey at 2-minute intervals with a whining "are
we nearly there yet?", and my sympathy transfers
to Moses!
This week I read an article by Big Issue founder
and Editor in Chief John Bird. Bird is (perhaps not
unlike myself) an outspoken leftie, and usually not
averse to complaining about our Tory leadership.
But in this article he both surprised and humbled
me by arguing for less complaining and more
cooperation in these urgent times. He writes, "As
a bystander you don't have to solve the crisis, so
you enter into the great observer sport of spotting
holes in the practice of elected decision makers...
I wish we had time to luxuriate like we did in the
old world of slagging governments off... Alas the
world has got a lot realer since the arrival of
Covid-19. We have to muck in... We have to help
the government do its job."

Pray:
That God will lead
us in supporting our
communities
through this time
For patience and
trust
For relationships, a
healing of old
divisions,
collaboration.

A Tiny Miracle

The journey across the wilderness took 40 years
not because the physical distance was great, but
because the unlearning, healing and transformation needed was. After generations of
slavery and abuse it took a long time for the
people to learn how to trust, to learn new,
healthier ways of living. But what at the time must
have felt like 'something to get through' is now
remembered as perhaps the most important and
formative time in the history of the Jewish people.
And the wilderness as a place where miracles
happened, and where God's presence was
tangible in cloud, fire and provision.

In our garden this is
antirrhinum is growing
straight out of a rock! I
have no idea how. Life
finds a way. Seems an
appropriate illustration
for this wilderness story.

CONNECT:

Support:

How might we turn our complaining into
positive action?
What lessons might this 'wilderness school' be
teaching us?
How do you think this time will be
remembered?
Where (if at all) have you seen signs of God's
presence and provision?

Pauline and myself, and
your elders, are here for
you if you need someone
to talk to, have a prayer
request, or just fancy a
chat! Ping us an email or
give us a ring.

