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 Covering Thoughts 
 
This year the change from summer to winter time was momentous.  Heavy rain 
lashed the velux windows as dawn came.  It was great to stay in the warm bed for 
an extra hour watching the racing clouds and birds revelling in the elements.  

We pulled on boots and waterproofs later and set out for church, but had struggled 
no further than the Stable Block at Wheatley Park School when we realized that 
this was no ordinary storm.  Trees bent like boomerangs and we could hear 
branches cracking.  A gust sent leaves spiralling upwards and lifted me off my feet.  
We clung to each other and slowly made our way home.  Never mind, I thought, 
we can be at the service on zoom, and have a cup of coffee at the same time.  But 
even that was not to be as the electricity had been cut. 

Afterwards it was distressing to see the damage that had been done.  Large 
branches had been torn from trees and the building site for a new classroom had 
been flattened, metal fences twisted and felled, huge blocks of insulation tossed 
over the field. 

It can be satisfying to pollard and prune, to weed and tidy, but this is within our 
plan and control.  When trees, plants, even objects and buildings are torn and 
ripped by extreme weather or demolished by thoughtless humans it is harder for 
us to accept.  

I reflected that for many of us life can be experienced in this way.  We like to be in 
control.  We may enjoy clearing out possessions and giving them away, but if they 
are taken from us it is harder to accept.  When it comes to relationships it is even 
harder.  The storm of change and loss can lift us off our feet, rip us apart leaving 
us disorientated and distressed.  So what might we conclude?  For me it is 
important to accept the possibility of disaster as this is what life is like.  Also to 
stand alongside those in the midst of the storm and to learn from them.  Ordinary 
people are heroes.  They sit next to us in church, on the bus, serve us in the shops, 
and care for us in the surgery.  They help us to weather the storms and to survive 
them. 
 

Christine 

~~~ 
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Pastoral Letter 

 
Dear friends 
Of all the seasons in the Christian year, I have always found Advent the most 
atmospheric.  Part of it is the sense of expectation, of something stirring into life 
as the days grow shorter and the nights longer: ‘in this dark season, filled with 
frost and fire’, as the poet Geoffrey Hill puts it in a poem adapted from a sonnet 
by Lope de Vega, one of the great writers of the Spanish Golden Age.  Part of it is 
the child’s excitement as Christmas approaches – the decorations, the lights, the 
tree, the presents, maybe even snow.  There’s something special about the music 
associated with Advent, too, expressed so wonderfully in Bach’s Chorale Prelude 
‘Wachet auf  (‘Wake, o wake!), with the slow chorale melody breaking through 
the jaunty rhythm of the accompanying figures.  Yet it is a paradoxical season.  
How can you look forward to something that has already happened?  Yet that is 
exactly what we do.  We know the story already, every last detail of it.  So why do 
we act as if we didn’t? 

Recently, and for the first time ever, I finished a novel and immediately reread it 
(Bridget Collins, The Binding).  I was intrigued by the premise that memories which 
trouble us, or which others want us to forget, could be taken to a skilled person, 
be bound into a book and kept locked away.  As I reread, though I knew the plot 
and how the story ended, all kinds of things I hadn’t noticed before became 
apparent.  That can happen as we work our way again through the Advent 
Scriptures and then the Christmas stories, with their timeless message of hope 
coming to a world in darkness.  We may catch ourselves wondering what they 
imply for our own times.  We know so much more about the nature of things than 
the biblical writers did.  We have made so many astonishing discoveries in science 
and medicine.  Yet does any of us doubt for a moment how much darkness there 
still is, from the terrible injustices which condemn so many of our sisters and 
brothers to a living death, to the darkness in the human heart which engenders 
acts of terror and tyranny and feeds the insatiable greed which is consuming our 
planet? 

Cop 26 has just finished as I write.  Compromises have been made so that as many 
nations as possible could sign up to the final agreement, in the hope that we may 
work together collectively to limit the damage caused by climate change.  It’s easy 
to compose fine words.  But will they bear fruit?  Politicians may talk up the 
achievements of the Glasgow summit but we can be pardoned for being sceptical, 
since so many similar promises made in the past have not been honoured. This 
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time we must hope and pray that they will be.  But Cop 26 is a beginning of a 
process, not an end.  The Hebrew prophets called on their contemporaries to do 
justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God.  Their words are as powerful 
now as they were then.  Advent points us to what lies ahead; Christmas and 
Epiphany are not single days but a whole season of the Church’s year, which lasts 
until Candlemas in early February.  From now until then we are encouraged to 
trace the ways in which God’s light has shone in our darkness, once long ago in 
the poverty of a stable, and now, wherever the Love which was born into the 
world then is at work in our midst, questioning our values and priorities, and 
setting before us a vision: how to build out of the very ashes of despair a world 
beautiful with justice, kindness and hope for all its inhabitants.  Without such 
vision, as the author of Proverbs put it, the people perish.  With it, comes the 
promise of life in all its fullness.  

May the grace of God go with you as you journey on. 
 
Colin Thompson 
 

 ~~~ 

Prayers 

Please remember in your prayers the members in Elaine Matejtshuk’s pastoral 
group: Catherine & David Hughes, Bobbie Stormont & Tom Goss, Allison Towner, 
Martin & Emma Jee, Felicity, Jasper, Annie & Dave Crosby-Williams, Elliot, 
Sebastian, Pauline & Chris Shelley, Tony & Liz Barry  

 
Also remember members of the Maintenance Team: Tony Barry, Malcolm 
Benson, Chris Shelley & Tom Goss 

 ~~~ 
The Power of Prayer 
 
As we say so often, we are indeed fortunate to have members of our congregation 
who are willing to contribute in so many different ways to the life of our church. 
This is an appeal for a few more people to offer to prepare intercessions 
occasionally for Sunday morning worship. Currently we have a small number who 
help in this way, but, as with all things, we would welcome new voices. 
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You don’t have to be a “whizz” at writing prayers; you don’t need to compile all 

your own words. It is fine to make use of published prayers from appropriate 

handbooks, the internet, library books or your preferred source. Worship leaders 

are happy to share in advance the theme of their up-coming service so that 

prayers of thanksgiving and intercession can be appropriately chosen. 
 
Please let me know if you would like more explanation and also if you think you 
can help. Many thanks. 
 

Ellen Webster 

 ~~~ 
 

Advent Wreath 2021 
 
Over the past 15 years, we have had many different advent wreaths designed 
around a specific theme. We even had a cake! The wreaths, often together with 
wall art, have become an annual ritual for me and I hope, a special feature of our 
Advents and Christmases together. I have enjoyed the planning and execution of 
each one. 
 
This year I am trying to create something we have never before tried, a 
collaborative wreath; one we can all contribute to and that will be a celebration 
of us being back together again after so long apart, fitting well with our theme 
‘Enduring love in an ever changing world’.  
 
My vision is to invite you all to decorate a small dish with evergreens, dried 
flowers, seeds, homemade decorations, berries, sticks, feathers and literally 
anything that you like, that will survive in a floral foam base throughout the 
Advent season. When created they can be either brought along to one of the 
Advent services or collected from you if you prefer.   
 
I have dishes already prepared with a block of florist foam (eco-friendly one), and 
we are happy to deliver these to you, or you can collect them from church during 
November. By the time you receive your newsletter, the first Sunday in Advent, 
November 28th will have passed, but there is still time to contribute as I think it 
would be interesting to add the floral donations each week, to observe the wreath 
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growing in size. The dishes containing the candles will be in place from the start, 
so no candles will be needed.  

This is not meant to be 
a competition, and I 
hope will be all 
inclusive. Chris and I 
are happy to deliver 
and collect the pots, 
(within a reasonable 
distance!), help with 
gathering decorations 
and materials, etc. An 
idea might be for the 
less mobile participants 
to meet up and do this 
as a group activity? For 
example at the ‘Not So Young Club’.  I can help with collecting some evergreens 
and organising other materials. The cup in the photo shows you the size of the 
foam base. 

Please let me know if you would like any help, by email, preferably. That way I will 
have a printed record of your requests – pauline.shelley@gmail.com 
 
Pauline Shelley 
 

 ~~~ 
 

Resuming A (Recent) Tradition! 
Laurence and Peter would like to invite you to start the New Year 2022 with a 
shared lunch at their house as we have done the 3 previous years, except in 
January 2021 as we were in full lockdown. 

The lunch will be preceded by a walk organized by Tony Barry, again as in previous 
years. Thank you, Tony! See you all then on Sat 1st January 2022 – 12.30 - 99 High 
Street. 

Laurence Devlin 

mailto:pauline.shelley@gmail.com


7 
 

Commitment for Life: Zimbabwe Update 

As a ‘Commitment for Life’ URC Church, we continue to support the general work 
of Commitment for Life in Zimbabwe through the auspices of Christian Aid, 
alongside our ongoing support for The Falcon School. From time to time we 
receive updates on aspects of the projects being undertaken. The following is the 
latest of these.   
 

Success in Mutare City  
In Zimbabwe Christian Aid has been leading a consortium of partners to help 
communities to collect evidence on local problems and to push for more 
investments from local governments. This is especially focused on marginalised 
groups such as women and those living with disability, whose needs can often be 
overlooked.  
 
In Mutare City, Christian Aid partner Women and Law in Southern Africa (WLSA) 
worked with local communities and local government to improve health, water 
and sanitation. Faris Davison, a community reporter, explained that ‘there is 
virtually no water provided by the local authority and residents depend on 
unprotected shallow wells for water’.  
 
This is not only a problem of water provision, but is also a danger to women and 
girls. ‘At the water points, women and girls are abused and … women suffer 
various forms of indignity’. 
 
WLSA set up local radio programmes highlighting the issues faced by women 
collecting water and then organised local meetings where the government heard 
from community members. The government committed to long term action plans 
to provide mains water to the area.  

 
Faris Davison is pleased with this progress, ‘We really appreciate this initiative by 
the local authority and the partners for their efforts to bring clean and potable 
water to residents which will liberate women and reduce social inequalities’. 

 
Dr Antony Mutara, the City of Mutare Municipality’s Health Director explained 
what other things are now changing, ‘We have also been working on the provision 
of ambulance services because Mutare City had only one ambulance at the 
beginning of the year and now we have three’.  
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They finish by saying: Thank you for your support through Commitment for Life 
which is helping women and those with disabilities push for better services. 
 
If you would like to have a Commitment for Life collecting box at home I have 
plenty, please just ask. 
 

Robert Harding - on behalf of the Care for the World Team 
 

 ~~~ 
 

Amnesty ‘Write for Rights’ Campaign  
I would encourage everyone who can to take part in Amnesty’s annual writing 
campaign. It is a bit different this year because they don’t seem to have produced 
printed booklets. However, all you need to do is put ‘write for rights’ into your 
search engine or if you prefer amnesty.org.uk/write-for-rights and you will get all 
the information you need, including this year’s booklet which you can download. 
The booklet is full of information and instructions and is very clear. 

Robert Bailey first introduced us to this campaign which we have supported every 
year since. So this seems a particularly significant moment to continue this 
tradition. Hopefully lots of us will join in again this year. It is a small thing we can 
do that really does make a difference. 
 

Robert Harding 

 ~~~ 

‘Talk Your Walk’ 

Earlier this year still during lockdown, Radio 4 ran a programme called ‘Talk Your 
Walk’. Many people were not able to get out walking during this time for various 
reasons so Radio 4 brought a walk to them. It was so interesting. Listeners were 
invited to send in a ‘talk of their walk’, highlighting particular bits or favourite parts 
or something they saw or picked up on the way. I thought it would be very 
interesting to hear about walks people from our own church community have 
been on recently or in the past that they would like to share. Below is our first 
contribution from Peter Devlin with a second from another member of our 
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community to look forward to in January. If you have a walk you would like to talk, 
please send it to newsletter@wheatleyurc.org.uk  
 

Ready to face the day? 
Sometimes a walk is just a walk, but for me it can be a good way to prepare for 
the working day. When weather permits, I take the bus to the Plain, walk over 
Magdalen bridge then turn left down Rose Lane and through Christchurch 
meadow to the court. At that time of the morning the meadow has a familiar cast 
of characters; rowers returning from an early session on the river, parents taking 
little kids to school, conference delegates wearing lanyards and pulling suitcases 
on wheels as well as joggers and grounds men preparing pitches. 

Overall the Meadow is peaceful. For the walker there are extensive views of 
colleges, ancient walls, manicured lawns, glasshouses in the Botanical gardens and 
Magdalen tower in the distance. At this time of year the early morning sun lights 
up the dew droplets on spiders’ webs strung out on the metal railings. On 
occasions, mist from the river throws a mantel round the trees creating a 
wonderland of shapes, appearing and disappearing like a chimera.  

My suit and black patent leather shoes seem out of place as I walk amid the rowers 
and runners but students and dons also pass and my ears prick up, hoping  to catch 
intriguing snippets of conversations in the wind. By the time I reach the exit onto 
St Aldates, the meadow has worked its magic and jumbled thoughts about a case 
have rearranged themselves into a logical order.  

The tranquility of the Meadow gives way to the noise of buses and the clamour in 
Italian or French, Japanese or Spanish of visiting groups of students. The familiar 
sound of Tom Tower striking 8.00 is reassuring but less so is the sight of the 
homeless sitting or lying outside the shops and invisible to the drivers of large 4x4s 
depositing little children outside Christchurch prep school. 

I pass through the gates of the court refreshed into my world where the homeless 
and the rich sit in the same waiting area.  

Peter Devlin 

 ~~~ 

 

mailto:newsletter@wheatleyurc.org.uk
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Blended Service Rotas for December 2021 

 
Dates Worship 

Leader 
Readers Welcomer/Door 

Steward 
Vestry Intercessors  

 

5th  Rev Pauline 
Main 

Malcom 
Benson  

Robert Harding Liz Barry Ann Bettess 

12th  Richard 
Bainbridge 

Ann 
Hardiman 

Moira Watson  Christine 
Bainbridge 

19th  Carol 
Service 
Rev Colin 
Thompson 

Phyllis 
Williams  

Malcom Benson Elaine 
Matejtschuk 

Tom Goss 

25th Christmas 
Day 
10.30am 
Rev Pauline 
Main 

Liz Barry Ann  Gajda  Barbara 
Joiner 

26th   No Service   

 
Dec 5th:  In the face of all our realities we are the people who heal each other in 
the love of God. [Dorothy McRae -Mc Mahon]  

Dec 12th:  Our sense of urgency is balanced by the requirement to wait - we learn 
through failing where we hoped to succeed. [Janet Morley] 

Dec 19th:  How do you greet people - not just in words but in your actions as 
well. I can remember the people who have given their time, their libraries and 
their research that I can prosper   - what would you do for love?  

Dec 25th:  Christmas is not about what you want but being content with what you 
have. 

Dec 26th:  Give us grace and wisdom, while trying to be friends, to use our inmost 

anger for life's creative ends. [Fred Kaan]  

 
Richard Bainbridge 

~~~ 
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Common Lectionary Readings December  
Note: leaders may choose to use other readings 

Date Dec 5th Dec 12th Dec 19th Dec 25th 
First 
Reading 

Malachi 3:  
1-4 

Zephaniah 3: 
14-20 

Micah 5: 
2-5a 

Isaiah 9: 
2-7 

Instead of 
Psalm 

Luke 1: 
68-79 

Isaiah 12: 
2-6 

Luke 1: 
46b-55 

no psalm 

New 
Testament        

Philippians 1: 
3-11 

Philippians 4: 
4-7 

Hebrews 10: 
5-10 

or Epistle 

Gospel Luke 3: 
1-6 

Luke 3: 
7-18 

Luke 1: 
39-45 

Luke 2:1-14 

 

~~~ 

Our Current Noticeboard  

 

~~~ 
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Falcon School News 

Great News!  
The Reverend Wilbert Sayimani, accompanied by Lauren, plans to visit Wheatley 
URC for the first time to join us in worship on January 9th.  More news around 
this visit later! 
Progress at School 

By the end of October, following the end of lockdown, 80 pupils were back at 
school. They appear in good form and have once again gone on video (to be shared 
later), outside the still developing teachers accommodation, to express their 
gratitude to Wheatley URC for our support 
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Meanwhile, with our support, work to complete the inside of the new bloc 

moves ahead at pace, aiming to complete by Christmas! 

Thank you once again for all your support from Falcon School  

Rob Holdaway  - Care for the World Ministry Team 

 

New window frames fitted!  & Ankle deep in floor cement                    
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Inscribed Brass Flower Vase 

On Remembrance Sunday I used a brass flower vase from the flower 
cupboard (as I have on some previous occasions) which is inscribed with 
the names of two local men who lost their lives during the WW2. I always 
assumed that they were locals who may have had some connection with 
Wheatley URC, but hadn’t thought more about them until this year.  
Having trawled the internet, I came up with the following interesting facts 
about them, which I thought others might be interested see.   

......................................................... 

FLT/SGT. EDGAR WALTER ROSLYN PRATT                 RAF 132500 

DIED 20TH JULY 1944 OVER NORTHERN FRANCE, AGED 20. 

TAIL GUNNER IN AN AVRO LANCASTER BOMBER NUMBER ED908 WITH THE WING 
MARKING 60-Z, PART OF 582 SQUADRON OF BOMBER COMMAND FLYING OUT OF 
LITTLE SLAUGHTER AERODROME. 

THE LANCASTER WAS PART OF AN RAF BOMBING RAID TO DISABLE GERMAN 
FLYING BOMB INSTALLATIONS LOCATED IN NORTHERN FRANCE. WHILST THE 
MISSION WAS MAINLY SUCCESSFUL PRATT’S AIRCRAFT WAS SHOT DOWN ON ITS 
APPROACH TO THE TARGET, WITH LOSS OF THE ENTIRE CREW. IT WAS REPORTED 
TO HAVE “EXPLODED WITH CONSIDERABLE FORCE.” 

HE WAS THE SON OF EDGAR SYDNEY AND CHRISTINE EDITH PRATT OF WHEATLEY 
AND IS COMMEMORATED ON THE WHEATLEY WAR MEMORIAL. 

......................................................... 

PTE. CHARLES BARTRAM JAMES HAY  

ARGYLE AND SUTHERLAND HIGHLANDERS 5384200 

DIED 15TH JANUARY 1942 IN OR NEAR TRIPOLI, LIBYA, AGED 23 
NO OTHER DETAILS WERE AVAILABLE. 

HE WAS THE SON OF JOHN AND JULIE HAY OF OXFORD, POSSIBLY HEADINGTON, 
AS HE IS ALSO COMMEMORATED BY A STAINED GLASS WINDOW IN HOLY TRINITY 
CHURCH, HEADINGTON QUARRY.  

......................................................... 



15 
 

They may perhaps have been friends to be linked on the same vase? I imagine that 
they might have been known to the URC through Bruce Shepherd, who also served 
in WW2, and they may perhaps have worked at Morris Motors with Bruce, but 
were not necessarily members of Wheatley URC? If anyone knows any more about 
them or their families, it would be interesting to hear.  
 

Tony Barry 

 ~~~ 

20 Minutes to Make & Bake  

Remember Pat’s rediscovery of enjoying baking during lockdown? Well she might 
not be baking so much at the moment but here is an interesting recipe, originally 
called ‘‘Breakfast Rolls’ that Pat recently made from her College Cookery Book of 
1949! 

Scones with a Difference 

Preheat oven to 220 degrees (hot) 

Ingredients 
8oz self-raising flour  1 ½ oz cornflour 
2oz spreadable butter  Half a teaspoonful of sugar 
Pinch of salt 
Milk to mix to scone consistency 

Method 
Roll out on floured board to about half an inch thick and cut into strips one inch 
wide. Roll each strip round from one end to the other and secure with a dab of 
milk. Place on a floured baking tray on one rolled up edge, and brush top lightly 
with milk or egg (this helps to keep the spiral from unrolling). Bake for about 10 
minutes, till slightly brown on top. 

Pat Simpson 

 ~~~ 
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Science Corner - Brewing Milk 
 
A company called Perfect Day, which is run by Ryan Pandya in California, is at the 
forefront of a food revolution making and selling milk.  But Perfect Day has no 
cows! 

Instead of a farm, the company runs a bioreactor which makes milk from micro-
organisms which have been genetically engineered to secrete milk proteins.  
These proteins do not resemble milk – they are milk, identical to the real thing.  At 
the moment ‘Perfect Day’ is the only company with artificial milk on the market – 
but it will not be alone! 

The last couple of years have been very favourable for ‘Perfect Day’ and the 
company has proved popular with people who want to give up animal products – 
but at the moment can’t give them up!  Other companies have developed artificial 
meat which is close to the real thing, but not as perfect as the artificial milk which 
is where the genetic engineering for food has been very successful.   
 
Brewing milk looks set to have a big impact – at least in the USA.  There are more 
details on the web site – just enter ‘Perfect Day’ for more information.   
 

Jim Watson (from ‘New Scientist’) 
 

 ~~~ 

Deadline  

Wednesday 15th December 2021 is the deadline for the January Newsletter. 
Please send copy to: newsletter@wheatleyurc.org.uk Paper copy can be given to 
Bobbie Stormont. 
 

Disclaimer 
The Editors welcome letters, articles and announcements from individuals and 
organisations, but reserve the right to publish or not. 

 

 

mailto:newsletter@wheatleyurc.org.uk


17 
 

The Sound of Silence 
“A time to keep silence, and a time to speak;” 
Ecclesiastes 3:7 
 
Keeping the two minutes silence on 11th November each year is the only collective 
silence of our country. And how long those two minutes seem to take!  

We are subjected to a tsunami of noise from the moment we awake: traffic, TV, 
online games, music while we are on hold waiting for someone to answer our 
“important” call, music in restaurants and in lifts, even our washing machine plays 
a tune when the wash is finished, music from other people’s  headphones and our 
own! We seem to be afraid of silence or are so unused to it that we don’t know 
what to do with it. It has to be repelled, it is a void to be filled by anything and 
everything. 

Silence is not just an absence of noise. It can be creative. It can be a form of 
attention to the person we are speaking to. Cicero said: “Silence is one of the great 
arts of conversation.”  

Mark Twain talked of: “the pause - that impressive silence, that eloquent silence, 
that geometrically progressive silence which often achieves a desired effect where 
no combination of words, howsoever felicitous, could accomplish it.” 

Yet there are different types and qualities of silence. A gap in a conversation; the 
thick black silence at night in the country; resentful silence after a row; the deep 
silence of thought after listening to an amazing concert; the stunned silence of 
shock after bad or good news; Two minutes silence, the silence after snowfall. 
Silence when you lie back in the bath and let your ears become submerged with 
water. Silence when you have heard a strange sound in the night and you strain 
your ears to hear it again; the relieved silence of escape from family or crowds; 
the stressful silence of a small child that has hurt itself and is about to cry, the 
damp, musty beeswax polish smells of silence in a church, the chosen silence of 
monks or nuns ; “Elected silence, sing to me!” The  silence imposed by mafiosi; the 
silence of intense joy; the silence of anticipation, the silence of complicity, the 
silence of two people who love each other and can sit without talking. The terrible 
wrenching silence when someone we love dies.The silence of prayer,  the silence 
of God… 

I am sure we can all think of more……and we shall think in silence!  

 
Peter Devlin  
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Name that Art! 

This unusual piece of ‘Milk Art’ was created over coffee after church a 
few Sunday’s ago – amazing. One suggested title for this work is 
‘Do you know the way to Milky Way’ - recognise that tune? 
Can you think of another title? The artist remains a mystery! 
 
All suggestions to newsletter@wheatleyurc.org.uk   

 

mailto:newsletter@wheatleyurc.org.uk
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Do these bring a smile to your face? 

 ASAP I would say!! 
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CHURCH CONTACTS 

 
Minister: Revd. Pauline Main 01865 513581 

email: minister@wheatleyurc.org.uk 
 

Non-Stipendiary Minister: Revd. Cara Heafey 
Email: caraheafey@hotmail.com 

 
Church Secretary: Phyllis Williams 

email: secretary@wheatleyurc.org.uk 
 

Church website:  www.wheatleyurc.org.uk 

mailto:caraheafey@hotmail.com
mailto:secretary@wheatleyurc.org.uk
http://www.wheatleyurc.org.uk/

