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READ:
MATTHEW 2:1-12
"...we observed his
star at its rising, and
have come to pay him
homage."

REFLECT:
As Christmas celebrations come to an end and
we pack away the baubles and tinsel, the world
can feel a bit grey; especially in these dark
January days. And now: another lockdown, in
response to the bleak news that the spread of
the virus has accelerated, outpacing the valiant
efforts towards vaccination on which our hopes
have been pinned.
This familiar story from Matthew's Gospel is set
in times that were no less frightening and
dangerous. It tells of unsettling dreams. An
insecure and volatile king who would hold on to
power at any cost (certain present-day world
leaders spring to mind, but I won't mention any
names!). And the wondrous, shining gift of a
royal birth nowhere near the palace.

The birth of Jesus is a gift that seems to go largely unappreciated. By Herod, who
responds with scheming and violence, motivated by fear. By the religious scribes,
who learn of the star and connect it with the prophesied Messiah, yet don't seem
moved to make any response of their own.
The people who do show up, rejoicing, kneeling, giving, are an unlikely crowd.
Some shepherds, in Luke's account. And in Matthew's version these exotic visitors
who have travelled from a distant land, and on the face of things seem to practice
another religion entirely.
I wonder, where does God's work and presence in the world go unnoticed today?
Where is it unwelcome? Where, and by whom, is it received as gift, celebrated,
responded to with journey and joy and giving? And where, in all this, do we stand?

CONNECT:
Did you know, there's an old Christian tradition of chalking letters and numbers
around doorways at Epiphany? Perhaps, like me, you've noticed these markings
before and wondered what they meant. Now that I've learned about it (thanks,
reflectionary.org) it's a tradition I plan to join in with this year, and I invite you to
do the same.
The symbols to write, in chalk, above or beside
the doorway to your home, or on the doorstep,
are:
20 + C + M + B +21

The numbers refer to the new year. The letters
refer to the names some traditions have ascribed
to the magi: Caspar, Melchior and Balthazar. And
they also stand for Christus Mansionem Benedicat
(Christ bless this house) or, if you prefer, 'Christ,
my blessing'. It's a practice that echoes the story
of the Hebrew people marking their doorways so
that the plague on Egypt would pass them by (so
this year it feels particularly appropriate).
Mostly, I hope it will serve as a reminder to me.
That I have much to be grateful for, not least my
home, a place of safety. And to keep my eyes,
heart and hands open to notice, celebrate,
receive and carry Christ's presence.
May God bless your home and keep you safe.
May hope and gratitude illuminate these grey
days of January and keep you warm.
May you look for Christ, and continue to find
him in the most surprising places. Amen.

Resources:
Our friends at Wheatley
URC have a huge archive
of online sermons you
can listen to, and are
regularly posting new
resources on their
website:
www.wheatleyurc.org.uk

Support:
Pauline and myself, and
your elders, are here for
you if you need someone
to talk to, have a prayer
request, or just fancy a
chat! Ping us an email or
give us a ring.

